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Documentaries Rescue Boxing Figures. Filmmakers of “ Chi, chi, chi, le, le,
le: Martin Vargas from Chile » are now working on « A Man Aside »,
documentary about the legendary boxing promoter, Ricardo Liafo.

Since he threw the towel, in July 1997, until he kept it again, one year later,
Martin Vargas was followed by a camera and three persons. David Bravo,
Bettina Perut and Ivan Osnovikoff had a mission as clear as that of the returned
national pugilist: to register in a documentary the idol in search of his last
quarter of an hour and the gallery of characters and stories that surrounded
such a voyage. The result was “Chi, chi, chi, le, le, le: Martin Vargas from Chile
», a 61 minutes duration documentary which filmmakers are currently evaluating
alternatives for its screening and broadcasting. Not only the title came out of the
work of the filmmakers, whose project was supported by Silvio Caiozzi, but also,
among the “secondary characters” they met on Martin’'s way, was Ricardo
Liafio, a Catalonian box promoter living in Chile for 30 years, whose personality
encouraged Bettina Perut and Ivan Osnovikoff to make a documentary about
him. “A Man Aside”, as Liafio defines himself, is the name under which they are
currently working.

PUNCH 1: MARTIN PUNCHES

“When Martin announced his return, we took the cameras and went to Osorno
to cover the event as the other media did. There we realized much more could
be done with the subject and that's how we started the film”, says David Bravo,
Director of Photography of “Chi, chi, chi, le, le le:Martin Vargas from Chile” and
Silvio Caiozzi's contributor to the documentary “Fernando is Back” and the film
feature “Coronation”.

“It didn’t take long for him to realize we were following him more than the other
media. He approached us and we told him about our intentions. We earned his
trust and always counted on his support”, says Bravo. “Without it, we wouldn’t
have been able to make it". Bravo notes that after a constant follow up they
could have access to different sides of Martin Vargas personality.

Ricardo Liafio, in his 80’s, impressed Bettina Perut and Ivan Osnovikoff with his
subjugating personality and the deep poetry in his inventiveness. But this is not
only a documentary about him, he states, “through a lineal story there’s also a
look to the media and to our society. Martin already saw the documentary and
didn’t like everything he saw. But he understood our work and agreed.

PUNCH 2: “A MAN ASIDE”

“This is not a documentary about a boxing figure. It is the portrait of a man who
holds in himself a sense of universality”, says Bettina Perut about “A Man
Aside”, the documentary about the 80 year old box promoter, Ricardo Liafio and
which she started to shoot one month ago with Ivan Osnovikoff. “When we were
making the documentary on Martin, we met Liafio and realized he was a real
cinematographic character”, says Bettina. “Ivan and | had the idea of making a
documentary about him, but we had to finish what we were doing first”. “When



we contacted him he was living in Bolivia. We spent like two months exchanging
faxes”, she adds.

“What first seduced us about Ricardo Liafio was something purely human: the
aging of an extraordinary man who knew success, with fear of the misery in
loneliness and close to the end of life and who swings between fantasies that
dominate his life and the existential anguish of a mean present”, says Bettina,
stressing the human dimensions of the character in her documentary and now
already her friend. Bettina Perut says she hasn’t defined yet a deadline for her
work around Liafio, but what is a fact to them is that “we’ll be with him until the
end”.



